Curator’s Choice
The Acteon Carronade

ow many times have you walked by a

monument in a park and not given it a

second thought? You might see it as

just some civic decor, or maybe you occasionally

glance at the accompanying plaque. Even as

people who are interested in history, we often

don’t fully recognize the rich stories behind

these objects.
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especially after years of being exposed to the
elements. Conservation of the cannon includes
stripping off multiple coats of old deteriorated
paint, soaking it in solution to remove damaging
salts that have accumulated during its lifetime,
and applying new protective coatings. These steps
will stabilize the cannon and restore it to its
former good looks so it can return to its place of
honor in the park.

hy go to all the trouble for just another

cannon?

he story begins in June 1776, at a time when

there was great upheaval in the American
colonies. As our Declaration of Independence
was being drafted and debated, the British were
eager to make an example of rebellious colonies.
With their sights set on the city of Charleston,
the British fleet moved to attack Fort Moultrie.
The area had been hastily fortified and was
only completed on the seaward side, so when
nine Men-offWar moved into firing position,
Charlestonians feared that the
“knock the town about our ears” (Stokely 2016).
As the bombardment began, three British frigates

ships would

took advantage of the cover fire, and sailed past
the fort to attack its vulnerable sides. However,
unfamiliar with the area, the frigates quickly ran
aground on sand banks. Two of the ships were
eventually floated free, but the third, the Acteon,
had to be abandoned and was set afire before the
retreat. The Acteon went down with her guns,
and the day ended in an embarrassing defeat for

the British.

‘The Unsuccessful Attack on the Fort on Sullivan's Island’ by Henry Gray.
Courtesy of The Gibbes Museum of Art/ Carolina Art Association

By: Caitlin Shaffer,
MAC Lab Conservator

Courtesy of the St. Louis Post and Courier.
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Engineers, the cannon were ultimately used as rip
rap in jetties around the city (Niermeyer 2005).
Three of the cannon were saved from this fate by
being purchased at auction by the Military
Officers of the Loyal Legion of the United States
(MOLLUS) - a veterans’ organization with a large
collection of historical artifacts at the Missouri
Commandery in St. Louis (Niermeyer 2005). A

decade after recovering them, MOLLUS donated
the cannon to Lafayette Park, where they have

remained until today.

Cannon recovered from the Acteon shipwreck site in 1887. Courtesy of
the St. Louis Post and Courier.

he carronade type cannon, developed by the
Carron Company of Falkirk, Scotland, was
innovative in its design. Although they were most
effective at close range, they were smaller, and
therefore far lighter, than long guns, making

them easier to transport. They also required fewer
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Y ut how could a carronade manufactured in
L) 1779 go down with a ship in 17767 There is
speculation among researchers that this gun
from the Acteon is, in fact, an early carronade
prototype referred to in Carron Company
literature as one of ‘the new light constructed
guns’ that was in development between 1776 and
1778 (Hicks 2015, Watters 2005). While it is
unknown how it came to be on the Acteon, this
particular gun has had an interesting role in both
Revolutionary history and cannon technology -
two facts that certainly make it worth stopping

for a closer look.

MISSOURI SOCIETY OF THE
SOINS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION.

St. Louis, October 25th, 1897,

The Missouri Commandery, Military Order of the
Loyal Legion, has invited the Missouri Society of the S. A. R. to
participate in the ceremonies of presenting to the Commissioners of

COMPATRIOT :

Lafayette Park, 3 cannon from the British man-of-war, “Acteon,”
which was sunk in the harbor of Charleston, S. C., on June 28th,
1776, during an attack on Fort Moultrie, at 3 o'clock P. M. on
SATURDAY, the 30th inst., at LAFAYETTE PARK.

Every member of the Society is cordially invited to be present.

By order of the Board of Managers,

JOHN L. BRUCE, Secretary.

1897 invitation to the dedication of the Acteon cannon in Lafayette Park
(top) and an undated photograph of the cannon on display. Courtesy of
the Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the United States.
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10515 Mackall Road
St. Leonard, Maryland 20685
410-586-8501

Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum is part of the
Maryland Historical Trust, and agency of the
Maryland Department of Planning, Baltimore.

www.jefpat.org
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Maryland Departinent of Planning

The Maryland Archaeological Conservation Laboratory (MAC Lab) is a state-of-the-art archaeological research, conservation, and collections storage facility located at the Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum.
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